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THE PAY GAP BETWEEN COLLEGE-
EDUCATED MEN AND WOMEN

In 2012, women working full-time still earned just 75.6% 
of what men earned. In separate analyses of data from 
the U.S. Department of Labor and the U.S. Department 
of Education, the Economic Policy Institute (a nonprofit 
nonpartisan think tank) and the American Association 
of University Women (AAUW) Educational Foundation 
revealed surprising earning disparities between men and 
women college graduates. Though the wages of college-
educated women had grown rapidly since 1979, in 2009 
a female college graduate earned 82% of what a male 
college graduate made (AAUP 2013; Mishel, Bernstein, 
and Allegretto 2007). One year out of college, women 
working full-time earn only 80% as much as their male 
peers. Ten years after graduation, women’s earnings drop 
to 69% of men’s. Despite controlling for hours of work, 
occupational type, and family status, college-educated 
women still earn less than college-educated men (Dey 
and Hill 2007).

A 2012 report by the U.S. Census Bureau also 
documented the persistent wage gap between college-
educated men and women (refer to Table 4.5). Women 
earned less per month than men at every degree level and 
in all fields of training. Stephanie Ewert (2012) highlighted 
the progress made by women in the natural sciences. In 
this field, men’s and women’s median monthly earnings 
did not significantly differ at the bachelor’s degree levels 
(and associate’s degree, not shown here), but women  
still earned significantly less than men at the advanced  
degree level.

Though men and women pay the same amount for 
their college education, since they do not reap the same 
pay rewards after graduation, women’s debt burden is 
greater than it is for men (AAUP 2013). 

How can we resolve the gender pay gap? At the 
individual level? At the employer level?

IN FOCUS

Median Earnings

Men Women 

Bachelor’s Degree 5,117 3,750*

Business 5,000 4,000*

Computers 5,833 4,900

Engineering 6,250 (B)

Liberal Arts 4,600 3,599*

Social Science 4,314 3,417

Natural Science 4,583 4,200

Education 3,984 3,333*

Other 5,000 4,000*

Advanced Degree 6,667 5,000*

Business 7,250 5,833*

Computers 8,333 (B)

Engineering 7,794 (B)

Liberal Arts 5,000 4,500

Social Science 7,416 5,400*

Natural Science 8,334 5,724*

Education 5,167 4,642*

Other 6,250 5,000*

SOURCE: Ewert 2012.

NOTES: (B) denotes base < 200,000; * significant difference at the .10 level.

Table 4.5  �Median monthly earnings by educational 
attainment, sex, and field of training 
among the population aged 18 and 
older, 2009


